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For immediate release: Thursday March 12 2009

LOTTERY BOOST IN FIGHT 

TO SAVE RARE BUTTERFLY 

A conservation group in South Wales has increased its arsenal in the battle to save a rare species of butterfly in Carmarthenshire, thanks to a grant from the Awards for All Wales programme.

Awards for All Wales is one of the quickest and easiest ways to secure Lottery money. Launched in 2001 and supported by the Big Lottery Fund and the Heritage Lottery Fund, the scheme has injected grants of between £500 and £5,000 into heritage, charitable, environmental, health and educational projects across Wales. 
The South Wales Branch of Butterfly Conservation has been awarded £4,700 to help in its fight to save one of the United Kingdom’s rare butterflies, which has a stronghold in Carmarthenshire. The Brown Hairstreak (Thecla betulae) is an elusive butterfly that lives in hedgerows and woodland edges and breeds on blackthorn. It is in danger, largely as a result of changes in land management practices, which are destroying its traditional habitat.
This grant, which is being matched with money from Carmarthenshire County Council’s biodiversity fund and the group’s own funds, will enable the group to run a training and awareness programme to aid in the protection of this rare species. The project will run two introductory workshops for volunteers and local people to introduce them to the species and the surveying techniques that will help them to actively encourage its survival.

An expert trainer will be running work parties to survey the Brown Hairstreak population and will also advise local landowners on how to maintain the vital blackthorn habitat by coppicing and laying hedges using traidtional skills. The group will also place leaflets and location discs in areas where the butterfly occurs.

As well as the central aim of protecting this beautiful and endangered species the project will encourage new links between conservationists and landowners and will be instrumental in forging a new awareness of local biodiversity. With the increased understanding of traditional skills and environemntal management, coupled with healthy activities in the open air, it seems that the volunteers could benefit as much as the Brown Haristreak from this new conservation programme.
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Highlighting the importance of the funding pot, Awards for All Wales Programme Manager, Bel Crewe, said: “The main aim of Awards for All Wales is to fund initiatives that bring people together to take part in and enjoy a wide range of activities in their local community. The programme is concrete proof that small amounts of money can have a big impact. We are continually delighted with the range of creative projects which we are able to support and our flexibility to fund a wide variety of projects is one of the key elements that has made this programme such a success.”

Following a review of the Awards for All Wales programme, changes will be made to the existing format of the small grants scheme in March 2009. From 1 April 2009 each of the lottery good cause distributors supporting the scheme will run their own individual small grants programmes. Applications can still be made under the current Awards For All scheme arrangements until 31 March 2009.
For an Awards for All application pack call 0845 600 20 40 or for further information call: 01686 611740 or visit the website: www.awardsforall.org.uk
For further information about the successful projects and to obtain contact details for the groups, please contact the Big Lottery Fund press office in Wales on the numbers at the end of the release. 

Further information:

PR and Press Officer in Wales - Oswyn Hughes: 029 2067 8207
Out of hours contact: 07760 171 431

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659
Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk 
Notes to Editors

Awards for All Wales aims to: 
· support community activity - by helping communities to meet their needs through voluntary action, self-help projects, local facilities or events. By "communities" we mean people in a local area or people who share a common interest or need;
· extend access and participation - by encouraging more people to become actively involved in local groups and projects, and by supporting activities that are open and accessible to everyone who wishes to take part; 

· increase skill and creativity - by supporting activities which help to develop people and organisations, improve skills and raise standards, and 
· improve the quality of life - by supporting local projects that improve people's opportunities, welfare or environment, especially those most disadvantaged in society. 
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