Awards For All (Wales)

1. What is the aim of the programme? 

Awards For All is a UK wide lottery Big Lottery Fund grant scheme for local communities. There are different schemes in each of the four countries.  

2. What is the scheme in Wales? 

Awards for All Wales makes grants of between £500 and £5,000 to organisations wanting to run projects that aim to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need.  

Awards for All Wales aims to:

Support community activity - by helping communities to meet their needs through voluntary action, self-help projects, local facilities or events. (By communities we mean people in a local area or people who share a common interest or need.)
Extend access and participation – by encouraging more people to become actively involved in local groups and projects, and by supporting activities that aim to be open and accessible to everyone who wishes to take part.
Increase skill and creativity – by supporting activities which help to develop people and organisations, improve skills and raise standards.
Improve the quality of life - by supporting local projects that improve people’s opportunities, health, welfare, environment or local facilities, especially those most disadvantaged in society.
You must show how your project meets at least one of these aims to be considered for a grant.

3. When is the programme open? 

The programme opens on the 1 April 2009. Decision-making is continuous. There are no funding rounds or application windows. 

4. How do people apply? 

People can apply online, using a writeable PDF document that can be emailed to us. This is available from www.awardsforall.org.uk . Or people can chose to fill in an offline application form and send it to us through the post. We will let you know

To be considered for a grant, you have to fill in an application form and send it back to us. We aim to l let you know within eight weeks if you have been successful. 

5. How much money is available? 

Between £500 and £5,000 to help fund a specific project or activity. Organisations can receive up to a maximum of £5,000 in any 12-month period.  

6. Who can apply? 

It’s like before. You can apply if: 

· You are a not-for-profit group or you are a community  or town council, school or health body

· You have a bank account that requires at least two people to sign each cheque or withdrawal

· You can use the grant within one year

7. Is there anyone you can’t award grants too? 

Yes, companies which aim to distribute a profit, statutory bodies not mentioned above, and individuals. 

8. What can the programme fund? 
Educational toys and games, equipment hire, information technology equipment, publicity materials, transport costs, venue hire, updating equipment for health and safety reasons, refurbishment, volunteer expenses etc.


If you are not sure whether your project is something we can fund, please look at our website www.awardsforall.org.uk for more information or call our advice line on 0845 4 10 20 30  

We welcome applications for projects combining a range of community activities. 

9. What won’t the programme fund? 
· activities that happen or start before we confirm our grant 

· any costs you incur when putting together your application 

· day-to-day running costs (for example, utility bills, council tax, rent and insurance)

· contingency costs 

· endowments 

· feasibility studies

· fundraising activities for your organisation or others 

· items that mainly benefit individuals (for example, equipment that is not shared)

· land, building, refurbishment, landscaping or property projects (including playgrounds and temporary buildings) costing £25,000 or more (including VAT)

· loans or interest payments 

· ongoing staff costs (including salaries of permanent or fixed term staff)

purchase of alcohol

· parties, meals or entertainment, unless they are clearly linked to our aims and demonstrate a long term benefit

· political or religious activities

· projects or activities that the state has a legal obligation to provide 

· projects that you cannot maintain because of high ongoing costs or the need for specialist skills 

· projects that cannot be completed within 12 months

· projects where the main purpose of the project is to promote or develop the arts, heritage or sport. 

· routine repairs and maintenance 

· used vehicles 

· VAT that you can recover.

10. How are decisions made? 

Our senior managers approve the final decisions. Decisions are made continuously throughout the year. There are no funding rounds.

Often we do not have enough funds to support all the applications we would like to.  When this happens we need to make some difficult decisions.  

We have a scoring system that helps us do this fairly.  We give more points to applications that:
· show strong evidence of need 

· seek to involve as wide a range of people as possible.

· meet more of our aims

· meet our priorities

· are from organisations with a smaller annual income 

· are from organisations that Awards for All has not funded before.

· are for smaller projects

11. How do organisations decide on which distributor to apply to? 

Applicants need to consider the main purpose of their project. If the main purpose of the project is to make a difference to local communities and the lives of people most in need, the project is likely to be eligible for Awards For All funding. For more information please visit: www.awardsforall.org.uk or ring our BIG advice line on 0845 4 10 20 30

If the main purpose of an applicant’s project is to contribute to growing and sustaining participation in community sport or help improve performance in sport, the project is unlikely to be eligible for Awards for All but may be eligible for Sports Council for Wales small grants programme. For more information on Sports Council for Wales funding please visit www.sport-council-wales.org.uk  or ring the Sports Council for Wales on 0845 045 0904

If the main purpose of an applicant’s projects is to involve 13-25 year-olds in finding out about their heritage, developing skills, building confidence and promoting community involvement, the project is unlikely to be eligible for Awards for All but may be eligible for the Heritage Lottery Fund’s, Young Roots programme. 

If the main purpose of an applicant’s project is to help people to learn about, look after and celebrate heritage in a fun and enjoyable way, the project is unlikely to be eligible for Awards for All but may be eligible for the Heritage Lottery Fund’s, Your Heritage programme. 

For more information on the funding available from the Heritage Lottery Fund please ring 02920343413 or visit www.hlf.org.uk 

If the main purpose of an applicant’s project is to engage people in Wales in art activities or help art organisations in Wales carry out their work, the project is unlikely to be eligible for Awards for All but may be eligible for the Arts Council of Wales Grants 

For more information on Arts Council of Wales funding please visit www.artswales.org  or ring 02920 376 500

More information on lottery funding is available at www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk 

