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For immediate release: Wednesday 1 April 2009
bigger better faster AS

BIG awards for all OPENS
A BIG new-look Awards for All programme launches today (Wednesday) as the BIG Lottery Fund opens its own new version of the highly popular small grants scheme in England and Wales.

BIG’s Awards for All programme will be the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects, offering a more easily accessible programme with even quicker decision times. 

A total of £45 million is available in England offering Big Lottery Fund grants of between £300 to £10,000 to grassroots groups in the community and voluntary sector, health bodies, schools and parish or town councils.

In Wales grants of between £500 and £5,000 are available with a total of £2.4 million available.

The programme aims to make a difference to communities and the lives of those most in need and will focus on social and environmental projects that benefit local communities.

The new easy-to-use application form, available in English and Welsh, can be downloaded, filled in and emailed direct to the Big Lottery Fund as well as being available in hard copy. 

Sir Clive Booth, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund, said: “The Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme will build on the features that made the previous scheme so popular. A simpler application process and a maximum turnaround time of six weeks for a decision are among the changes to the programme which will make it much easier for applicants to successfully apply for small pots of funding that can have such a big impact on local communities and lives.”

In addition to the changes in England and Wales, a new-look Awards for All Scotland is also launching today. Supported by the Big Lottery Fund, the Scottish Arts Council and sportscotland, the programme has £10.5 million to give away in grants ranging in size from £500 to £10,000. A new Awards for All scheme in Northern Ireland will launch later in April 2009 with a budget of £3.5 million a year.
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Application forms are available from www.awardsforall.org.uk or phone 0845 4 10 20 30.

Ends/

Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The changes to Awards for All come after each distributor developed their funding programmes so they could offer specific small grants schemes that would better meet the needs of their sectors.
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £22 billion has now been raised and more than 300,500 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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