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For immediate release: Thursday 5 March 2009

MILLION POUND LOTTERY 

BOOST FOR SCOTTISH GROUPS

A CAMPAIGN aimed at preventing alcohol related drowning in Perth's waterways and an arts event celebrating Homecoming 2009 in the Scottish Borders are among 200 plus projects across the country sharing in a bumper £1.3 million package of Lottery grant announced today.

The National Lottery’s small grants scheme Awards for All is awarding grants totalling £1,352,382 to 217 organisations including community groups, schools and charities, sports clubs, arts projects and heritage schemes. 

Find out where funding has gone in your area by going to: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/news.html
A hard-hitting bid to stop people from drinking and drowning in Perth’s waterways will be supported with an Awards for All grant of £3,700. The Safe-Tay ‘Don’t Drink and Drown’ campaign warns people of the dangers of drinking in the vicinity of rivers including the River Tay. Today’s grant will enable the group, in association with Perth College students, to create 40,000 promotional beer mats, 200 posters and 2,000 specially designed car parking tickets which will be distributed from a designated parking machine. 

The community arts group, Land of Reivers, receives funding for an event to celebrate Scotland’s 2009 Homecoming. The group will use its award of £9,100 to stage a musical production of "A Reiver's Moon" in Hawick incorporating traditional stories relating to local history. The grant will also be used to produce a walking guide to coincide with the Borders Walking Festival in September 2009. This will provide a guide to those sites linked to the Borders Reivers and the history of the area surrounding Hawick.

In Ayr, budding young radio DJs will be given more opportunities to develop their skills, thanks to a grant of £9,804. The Ayr Amateur Radio Group will encourage more people to participate in radio operating through the introduction of an equipment loan system. The grant will enable the group to purchase six complete amateur radio kits for the equipment loan scheme and receiver equipment that will enable the group to organise outdoor broadcast events for its members.

More follows page 1 of 2
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Children of Knightswood Primary School in Glasgow will create their own school garden growing fruit vegetables and plants to be sold to members of their local community, thanks to a grant of £5,406. This intergenerational project will see the children and their parents working together to create a garden where the young people can also learn about healthy eating. The award will be used to purchase gardening tools, wellingtons, gloves, plants and a shed. 

Awards for All is the small grants scheme supported by the four National Lottery distributors in Scotland: Scottish Arts Council, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and sportscotland. The scheme makes awards of between £500 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations. 

An Awards for All spokesperson, said: “From Dunoon to Dumfries today’s awards will support projects that educate, support and provide opportunities for thousands of people across the country. Awards for All proves that the smallest amounts of funding can make the biggest difference to people’s lives. Whether that is providing activities for isolated older people, supporting young people to develop their talents or helping a community to develop a local hall, this small grants programme provides a lifeline for projects which lie at the heart of their local communities.”
Other groups sharing in today’s bumper payout include the Chapelside Discovery Group, which will use its award of £8,205 to provide a reminiscence project for older people in Airdrie and the Stobhill Kidney Patients Association which will be able to organise transport and accommodation for short holidays for patients and their carers in and around Scotland, thanks to an award of £6,950.
For further information contact Landa Rolland on 0141 242 1458
Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors

· Awards for All is a joint awards programme set up to help small groups whose income is less than £20,000 per annum.  It involves four Lottery distributors: the Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund, the Scottish Arts Council and Sportscotland.

· Awards for All makes grants to help people take part in arts, sport, heritage, social, environmental, health related, educational and other community activities.

· On 1 December 2006 the Big Lottery Fund was officially established by Parliament and at the same time assumed the residual responsibilities of the dissolved National Lottery Charities Board (Community Fund) the New Opportunities Fund, and the Millennium Commission. The Fund is building on the experience and best practice of the merged bodies to simplify funding in those areas where they overlap and to ensure Lottery funding provides the best possible value for money.
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