[image: image1.png]% Awarding funds from
&‘ The National Lottery®



[image: image2.png] AWARDS

FOR ALL





[image: image3.png]% Awarding funds from
&‘ The National Lottery®




For immediate release: 00:01hrs on Thursday 26th March 2009

NI ENJOYS LOTTERY 

WINDFALL FROM AWARDS FOR ALL 

An organisation supporting women with ovarian cancer and their families and a scheme giving disabled people the opportunity to play sport are among a range of projects sharing in a Lottery grants windfall announced today.
The National Lottery’s Awards For All small grants scheme, which has now closed for applications in Northern Ireland, has awarded over £1.3m to 176 projects across Northern Ireland to support a range of activities including community groups, schools, charities, sports clubs, arts projects and heritage schemes. 

Julie Clarke's Angels of Hope, an organisation that supports women who have ovarian cancer and their families and carers, has been awarded a grant of £5,000 to raise awareness of the disease.

The organisation was founded by Maureen Clarke, who named it after her only daughter Julie who died of ovarian cancer at the age of 27. “When we found out that Julie had ovarian cancer we couldn’t find any information about the disease locally. Every year 7,000 women in the UK get ovarian cancer and 5,000 of them have passed away within 12 months. There were no support groups and no information about the disease.

“This grant has given us the chance to produce 60,000 leaflets to raise awareness of ovarian cancer that we distributed in a newspaper in Northern Ireland. As a result we were contacted by a number of women, and also men who had been bereaved.”  

Banbridge VIP Club has been awarded a grant of £10,000 to run a series of activities for visually impaired people in the Banbridge and surrounding areas. The group will use the grant to transport members to meetings, hold education and social evenings, and fund qualified guides who will accompany them on a holiday.  

George Magowan (67), Chairman of Banbridge, who has been blind for the last 20 years, said: “The club is a lifeline for the visually impaired people who attend. We meet twice a month for all sort of activities and events and it’s a chance for us to get out of the house, meet friends and feel we are part of something.
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He continued: “We have members who are in their 70s and 80s and if it wasn’t for this group some of them would never have gone on holiday in their lives. The guides help us in the hotels and when it comes to getting out and about on holiday. This funding will give us the chance to enjoy the same opportunities as everyone else.”

The Irish Football Association (IFA) received a grant of £10,000 to set up six county football clubs for people with learning and physical disabilities aimed at improving their health and fitness, increasing their confidence and encouraging them to make friends and develop their social skills. 

Alan Crooks, Development Manager for Disability Football, said: “There’s a lack of opportunities for people with disabilities to get involved in sports clubs in Northern Ireland. There are clubs out there, but they tend to only cater for people with learning disabilities, so these clubs will cater for people with learning and physical disabilities.

“We estimate that the clubs, which will be run by fully qualified coaches and open to boys and girls aged 7 and over, will give nearly 200 disabled people the chance to play football in the IFA’s Disability League. We will not only improve their fitness, but also increase their self-esteem, and give them skills that they can then take forward in the everyday lives.”
Awards for All Programme Manager, Punam McGookin, said: “The Awards for All programme supported by Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sports Council for Northern Ireland has been very successful in providing an open and accessible small grants programme for smaller community groups. The programme has made a huge impact in Northern Ireland over the last seven years, awarding over £24m to more than 5,600 groups.

She continued: “Since the programme began things have moved on significantly. Lottery distributors, having built on the learning from Awards For All, will be delivering their own, more tailored funding programmes in the future. This means that applicants will now have specific, separate programmes to apply to, for the projects they want to deliver. In Northern Ireland the current Awards For All programme has now closed for applications. More information on what’s available can be found at www.lotteryfunding.org.uk” 

Further information:

Andrew Kennedy, Press Office, Awards For All: 028 90551426

Mobile: 07788 640 791 

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
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