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For immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009

SANDWELL GROUP GETS CREATIVE WITH AWARDS FOR ALL GRANT

A Sandwell group that aims to bring creative people together is celebrating after receiving a grant from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project is one of seven in the West Midlands receiving a total of £61,520 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

Creative Community based in Wednesbury receives £9,018 to organise a series of events that will bring the community together to share their creative talents. The events will be led by a project worker who will develop a theme for each workshop and offer their expertise to encourage participants to share and develop their skills.

Claire Turner, Chair of the group, said: “Creative Community was set up to make links with other groups in Wednesbury; it’s about bringing people together and sharing resources.    We want to forge connections with other local groups, and also make use of our creative talents by running four exchange events with a connecting theme. We want to look at telling different stories, such as the story of Wednesbury, individuals and the community, allowing people to share their memories or hopes using different art forms.  

“The idea is to make contact with people in groups who have the skills and the talents and invite them to come to the events and share them. The first of the four events will use creative writing as a vehicle for storytelling; the second will be based around music. The third will use visual art to explore the theme, while the fourth will be focused on crafts. For example, the music day might have a local band, drummers, and a folk group come together to play to each other, and then try out each other’s style of music – an exchange. The theme could be music that’s been significant in their lives. 

“The grant means we can raise the profile of local people’s creativity; increasing awareness within the community of what other groups are doing, and bringing about community cohesion.

    
The creative exchanges will be held at the end of September November, February, and the beginning of April.  
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John Taylor, West Midlands Head of the Big Lottery Fund, said: “Creative Community lives up to its name: it’s using a creative way of connecting community groups in a fun way, and once again shows what a big difference a small amount of Lottery money can make. We’re pleased to support seven projects in the West Midlands with our grants this month, which come to more than £60,000.” 

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

For more information on this release, please contact Tracy Gordon on 07813 855 695 or by email at tgordon@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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