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For immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009
LOTTERY GRANT BRINGS THE STARS TO THE SCREEN IN EASTBOURNE 

It will be popcorn at the ready for the community of Whitehall with help from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project is one of two grants in Eastbourne and 14 in the South East totalling £99,522 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

Whitehall Infant School will use their £4,500 grant to install a small cinema in the main hall to create an after-school film club and allow other clubs within the local community to be formed.  From August, more than 160 pupils at Whitehall Infant School as well as the nursery school and community will be able to enjoy the new facilities, which will include a large electronic drop-down screen, laptop and webcam. Budding gardeners and wildlife enthusiasts will also be able to use the webcam to track the progress of the school’s wildlife area and internet access will give children an insight into life and culture outside of Whitehall.
Janine Slade, Business Manager from Whitehall Infant School, said: “We are delighted with this grant. Whitehall Infant School is embedded in the local community and we hope our new facilities will open doors for everyone.

“Not only can we improve our extended school provision, but we will be able to invite older children from the local feeder school, Hurn Junior’s, as well as encourage the wider community, especially the elderly, to develop a social club too. With the webcam, internet, projector and new screen our children can experience different interaction levels with the wildlife garden and learn from new sources of information, which will come in great use when the children start to explore different cultures, such as that of the Malawi school, Whitehall Infants school is linked with.” 

Also benefitting in the Eastbourne area is Boot Camp, which receives £9,461 to enable young people not in education, employment or training to take part in a three-week theatre course where they will learn various creative skills from trained professionals and receive an official qualification.
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Alison Rowe, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for the South East, said: “Whitehall Infant School’s cinema project will benefit not only the pupils, but also the wider community. It really highlights that a small amount of money can make a big difference to a community, not just the recipients of the award. We are delighted to be able to support 14 projects with almost £100,000 in this first round of awards.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and with £45million to distribute it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

Further Information:

For more information on this release, please contact Sally Lloyd on 01425 472 330 on 

slloyd@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, Health body, or school

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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