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For immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009
SHOW WILL GO ON IN BRIGHTON 

AND HOVE AFTER LOTTERY GRANT

The curtain is rising on the children of Patcham this week, with help from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project is one of two grants in Brighton and Hove and 14 in the South East totalling £99,522 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

Patcham High School will use their £8,585 grant to organise a community music and drama festival involving over 100 children of all ages from local primary and secondary schools. Skilled music coach Katy Markey has been hired to ensure the local community are entertained with a truly professional production each night this week.

The school will stage five evening and two matinee variety performances this week, involving children from Patcham High School, Patcham Junior School, Westvere Primary School and Carden Primary School, where the children will not only be performing but also running all aspects backstage. Some 20 volunteers, mostly parents, who have already helped with producing many costumes, will be helping with ushering and car parking.   

Andy Seares, Fundraising Manager from Patcham High School, said: “We are delighted with this grant. So many children will benefit from participating in this show whether by singing, dancing, costume making, helping with sound management, technical support, stage management or direction.
“We have been able to hire a professional coach, Katy Marky, who has been working with school teachers to pull this performance together. We have hired technical and lighting equipment and purchased refreshments and material for costumes, making it a performance all the children can be proud of. Whether the pupil is six or 16, all will be learning new skills, enhancing their music and drama abilities, building their confidence and self-esteem levels and who knows, we may even uncover some hidden talent! It is also a great opportunity to bring all the feeder school children together, mixing with Patcham High School pupils to produce this wonderful show.” 

Also benefitting this month is Ragroof Theatre Company, which receives £6,420 to run an outdoor performance inspired by the reminiscences of older boxers. They will record and edit interviews with the boxers, which will be displayed in an interactive walk-through booth. 
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Alison Rowe, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for the South East, said: “These are fantastic projects which bring children of all ages together to produce shows that the whole community can enjoy. We are delighted to support 14 projects across the South East with almost £100,000 in this round of awards.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and with £45million to distribute it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

Further Information:

For more information on this release, please contact Sally Lloyd on 01425 472 330 on 

slloyd@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, Health body, or school

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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