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CARLISLE SCHOOLCHILDREN REAP

THE BENEFITS OF LOTTERY AWARD

A grant of more than £7,000 is set to put schoolchildren on the right track through funding coaching sessions. Pennine Way Primary School is one of 16 projects in the North West benefitting from £133,532 in the latest round of the Big Lottery Fund’s new Awards for All programme, announced today.

Pennine Way Primary School will use its grant of £7,720 to run after school sports coaching sessions for pupils of their school and another based in the same housing estate. The project will build stronger communities as there is a problem with anti-social behaviour between the two sides of the estate and sports will be used as a method to improve relationships. The project will also increase community participation in physical activities through providing sporting activities to tackle health and wellbeing issues.
Sue Blair, Head Teacher, said: “The reasons behind the project are twofold: we wanted to introduce children to healthier lifestyles and getting fit; and also offer them the opportunity to develop skills to take into the wider community. That way, it could help to reduce anti-social behaviour, as they will have the skills to play in a team. 

“The clubs, one at lunchtime and two after school, are particularly geared to targeting the shy, quiet children who may get overlooked to give them the courage to get involved in team sports. Parents are also welcome to watch after school, which may encourage them to organise games in the local park during holidays. As they play games out of school, it will build relationships: children may play with those they may not have played with before, and will encourage parents to get together too. 

“The grant means the difference between being able to have an impact on children and giving them life skills – and not.  While we can do a lot of that in school day, we can’t always enrich the curriculum as much as we would like to, and the grant allows us to do that. It makes a big difference to over 50 children, which is a significant number in our community. Who knows, we might have made a difference in their lives.”
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Helen Bullough, Big Lottery Fund Head of the North West region, said: “Pennine Way Primary School is encouraging children to do what they do best but can easily be forgotten about: playing together. They can learn so much from team sports that will carry them through life, and we are only too pleased to be able to support them and 15 other groups in the North West, sharing more than £130,000 of grants this month alone.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

Latest awards in the North West region:

	Project
	Location
	Award
	 
	Project
	Location
	Award

	Tonge Moor Allotment Society
	Bolton
	£8,590
	 
	Coalition for Equality Merseyside
	Liverpool
	£10,000

	Greater Manchester North County Scout Council
	Bolton, Manchester
	£5,195
	 
	Lancashire Development Education Group Limited
	Preston
	£9,720

	Thursby Gardens Community Action Group
	Burnley
	£9,736
	 
	Springhill Hospice Rochdale
	Rochdale
	£10,000

	Pennine Way Primary School
	Carlisle
	£7,720
	 
	Leyland Band
	South Ribble
	£9,635

	New Life Christian Fellowship
	Cheshire
	£10,000
	 
	5th Hyde Scout Group
	Tameside
	£3,351

	Bickerton Village Hall
	Ellesmere Port and Neston
	£10,000
	 
	Spring View Over 60's Social Club
	Wigan
	£1,586

	Garston Citizens Advice Bureau
	Liverpool
	£9,780
	 
	Just About Musicians (JAM)
	Wigan
	£8,219

	Exercise Culture Limited
	Liverpool
	£10,000
	 
	Friends of Bidston Moss Steering Group
	Wirral
	£10,000


For more information on this release, please contact Anna Varley Jones on 0161 817 4200 or by email at avarleyjones@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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