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Embargoed: Monday 6 July 2009

LOTTERY STAMPS APPROVAL ON 

TYNESIDE DANCE GROUP AWARD

A South Tyneside dance group is set to run a summer school after receiving funding close to £10,000 from the Big Lottery Fund’s new Awards for All programme. The project is one of ten in the North East receiving £79,874 in grants in this month’s awards, announced today.

The £9,140 grant will help the South Tyneside Academy of Musical Performance Community Interest Company (STAMP) to run a summer school where young people will produce a musical performance and a short documentary film. They will receive professional tuition and the project will raise their skills, experience, knowledge and employability. 

Terence Perry, Group Secretary, said: “We want to offer young people in the area the chance to try out performing arts during the holidays. The grant is going to help us offer ten days of training and a performance day, getting the children to learn and perform Bugsy Malone. We want to do this well and will have professional musicians and a director, as well as scenery and equipment, all of which are expensive.  


“Some of the young people from Nearly Famous Performing Arts group will be making a documentary one day to record their progress, which will show them and the wider community just how far they can come in a short time.  They will gain new skills and we may even get a new generation of STAMP members as people hear about us and start coming on a regular basis.”

The Summer School will run from Monday 27 July to Friday 7 August, with performances of Bugsy Malone on the final Friday and again on Saturday 8 August at Brinkburn Community Association. More than 50 people have signed up for the training fortnight and STAMP will visit schools in the area to encourage further interest. 

STAMP was formed by Terence Perry and his son Christopher as a sister company to the The Nearly Famous Performing Arts Group they had previously set up. The academy was formed to train young people from the age of six to 18 in performing arts.
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James Turner, Big Lottery Fund Head of the North East region said: “STAMP offers young people the opportunity to learn about performing arts, giving them a rare chance to get a taste of something that may even become their career. We are pleased to be able to support their summer school, which is one of ten projects sharing almost £80,000 in awards in the North East this month alone.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

The latest awards in the North East region:

	Project
	Location
	Award
	 
	Project
	Location
	Award

	Bellburn Allotment Association
	Darlington
	£10,000
	 
	Funky World Community Interest Company
	Hartlepool
	£9,405

	Family Connect (Derwentside)
	Durham
	£4,350
	 
	Gateshead Food Co-Operative Community Interest Company
	North East
	£10,000

	Bensham Court Tenants Association
	Gateshead
	£1,839
	 
	Newbrough C Of E First School
	Northumberland
	£9,450

	Ryton and District Angling Club
	Gateshead
	£6,548
	 
	South Tyneside Academy of Musical Performance Community Interest Company
	South Tyneside
	£9,140

	Winlaton Vulcans Rugby Football Club Limited
	Gateshead
	£9,267
	 
	Wearmouth Community Development Trust
	Sunderland
	£9,875


For more information on this release, please contact Sam Hook on 0191 226 8804 or by email at shook@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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