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LOTTERY GRANT HELPS FOOD

CO-OP GET MOBILE

Community groups with a low consumption of fresh fruit and vegetables have received a helping hand from the Big Lottery Fund’s new Awards for All programme. The project is one of 10 in the North East receiving £79,874 in grants in this month’s awards, announced today.

Gateshead Food Co-op CIC is part of a cluster of social enterprises that aims to reduce health inequalities in the Teams and Bensham wards of Gateshead by selling fresh fruit and vegetables. Situated in venues in deprived areas with limited access to healthy food the group ensure that people from low-income households can afford healthy food. 

The group has now reached their maximum capacity and the rising demand in current venues cannot be met so they plan to purchase a new mobile catering van complete with refrigeration to ensure they can park in various accessible venues as well as target many more rural areas with elderly residents that they are presently unable to reach.

Bernadette Gill, Enterprise Manager, said: “For the last 10 years, we have been delivering fresh fruit and vegetables to various groups in Gateshead. We’ve also set up venues in community centres in sheltered housing, Sure-starts and so on where local people can easily access low-cost fruit and veg.

“We operate with two small vans and it’s very time-consuming to set up at each venue to unpack and set up. We’re now at capacity in terms of where we can go to deliver and have a waiting list of venues of people who want us to come. The grant from Awards for All will help us create a mobile shop, so we can reach out to more of the community within Gateshead so that all can access and benefit from the food co-op. The cost of the van is £30,000, so the grant is a significant help.

“We hope to start in the next six weeks and will visit as many places as we can, from bungalows from the elderly to more community venues, spending up to an hour at a time there. We’ll advertise where we will be so people can expect us, and we’ll also play a jingle - probably Oranges and Lemons – so the area knows we’ve arrived. 
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James Turner, Big Lottery Fund Head of the North East region said: “Gateshead Food Co-op is going to make a difference to those people who, through economic, transport or mobility problems, find it hard to access what many of us take for granted. We are delighted to support the group and nine others in the North East sharing in almost £80,000 in grants this month alone.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

The latest awards in the North East region:
	Project
	Location
	Award
	 
	Project
	Location
	Award

	Bellburn Allotment Association
	Darlington
	£10,000
	 
	Funky World Community Interest Company
	Hartlepool
	£9,405

	Family Connect (Derwentside)
	Durham
	£4,350
	 
	Gateshead Food Co-Operative Community Interest Company
	North East
	£10,000

	Bensham Court Tenants Association
	Gateshead
	£1,839
	 
	Newbrough C Of E First School
	Northumberland
	£9,450

	Ryton and District Angling Club
	Gateshead
	£6,548
	 
	South Tyneside Academy of Musical Performance Community Interest Company
	South Tyneside
	£9,140

	Winlaton Vulcans Rugby Football Club Limited
	Gateshead
	£9,267
	 
	Wearmouth Community Development Trust
	Sunderland
	£9,875


For more information on this release, please contact Sam Hook on 0191 226 8804 or by email at shook@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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