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For immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009
lottery SOWS SEEDS OF CHANGE 

FOR BUNTINGFORD SCHOOLCHILDREN

The young children of Buntingford can look forward to a new sensory play garden with help from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project in Hertfordshire is one of 10 in the East of England totalling £90,969 in the latest round of awards, announced today.

Layston Church of England First School receives a £7,605 award to install a sensory play garden so that disabled children and non-disabled children can integrate, socialise and play together. The school rents a building to a local disabled pre-school group, Opportunity Class, but until now the children have had very little opportunity to interact. Building work on the sensory garden, which will incorporate soft surfaces, herbs, fragrant plants, windchimes and raised bed gardens, will begin in September, with the aim to start planting with the children in spring. 
Joan Sherwood, Head Teacher at Layton Church of England First School, said: “Opportunity Class has never had a specific outdoor area which their pupils can use, and consequently there has been little interaction with the 150 children at Layton Church. Our pupils have already been involved with the planning and design of the sensory garden and they will continue to do so through liaising with Opportunity Class to ensure their needs are met, digging, buying plants and eventually planting them.
“The sensory play garden will provide Opportunity Class with a safe and rewarding play area and provide our children with a relaxing and tranquil place they can go to during break times. Teachers will be able to use the area for art and religious studies lessons and it may even lend itself to poetry and science, but most of all the garden will provide an area where the children can mix, get to know one another, start working together and forge friendships.” 

Sara Betsworth, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for East of England said: “This is a fantastic project which brings children of different ages and abilities together in an educational and social environment that they can all enjoy. We’re delighted to support this and nine other East of England projects with more than £90,000 in grants this month.”
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BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and with £45million to distribute it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

Further Information:

For more information on this release, please contact Sarah Gale on 

07990 517413 / 01371 875203 on 

sgale@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, Health body, or school

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.

Ends//  

Issued: 06/07/09

BIG A4A 09-07-15
















[image: image1.jpg]

