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Awards for All Scotland                                                           

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I apply?

Complete an application form and submit it to us via email to: 
scotlandapplications@awardsforall.org.uk 

or post to:

Awards for All

4th Floor, 1 Atlantic Quay

1 Robertson Street

Glasgow

G2 8JB

Where can I get an application form?

You can download a PDF form from our website at www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland
Hard copies of the application form and guidance notes can be obtained by calling 0845 600 2040. Please ask for an Awards for All Scotland pack.
The application pack is available in a variety of alternative formats. Please call 0845 600 2040, or Textphone 0845 755 6656, if you require a different format. 
Can I add extra pages to my application form?

Unfortunately we can’t accept any forms with additional pages.  You must answer within the specified word limit.

What do I need to send with my application form?

We only need your application form initially.

I applied in the past and had to send in my constitution and annual accounts, do I still need to do this?

No, our new process means that you do not need to submit any supporting documents until you are offered a grant.

Is there an income limit for applicant organisations?

We no longer have an income limit for applicants. However, we will give priority to smaller groups.

What do you mean by ‘offered a grant’?

When you submit your application form it will be assessed.  If we decide to fund your project we will offer you a grant.  This does not mean that you will receive your grant straight away.  At this point we will write to you explaining that you should now send your supporting documents.  They will be checked and if they are ok we will award your grant.

What documents will I need to send if I am offered a grant?

If you are a voluntary organisation you will need to send us your constitution*, your most recent annual accounts, a completed bank form (which we will send to you) and three consecutive pages of your bank statements.  If your organisation has been running for less than 15 months then we will accept a projection of your income and expenditure for the 12 months that your grant will cover instead of annual accounts.

If you are a community council you will need to send us your annual accounts, your completed bank form (which we will send to you) and three consecutive pages of your bank statements.

If you are a school or statutory body then you will need to send us a letter which details the bank account name, the sort code, the account number of your organisations and a line confirming that your grant will only be used on the project detailed within the application form.

All organisations must sign and return the offer letter.

* Registered charities are not required to send us copies of their governing document.

Who can act as a referee for my project?

We no longer require groups to provide an independent referee with their initial application. We may still request a referee after reviewing your application and will contact you directly and explain our requirements in this case.
Schools, health bodies, town or parish councils have never had to provide details of referees when applying to Awards for All. 

When will I get a decision?

It normally takes 6 weeks for Awards For All to assess your application. However, it can sometimes take a little longer depending on the volume of applications we receive. If you require a grant by a specific date, try to apply around 10-12 weeks in advance of that date.

You will receive a letter detailing our decision.  We cannot give any decisions over the phone.

Who can apply to Awards for All?

Awards for All is primarily aimed at small local community groups and these will be given priority. Larger groups such as health bodies, schools or statutory bodies can also apply. 
You must be a non-profit group with:
· An adopted constitution or set of rules

· A bank/building society account

· Signed annual accounts.  They do not have to be audited but must be signed by your treasurer.

Who can’t apply to Awards for All?

· Groups which operate to make a profit
· Individuals and sole traders

· Sports groups who practice dangerous sports and are not affiliated to a governing body approved by sportscotland

What can we apply for?

We can fund a wide variety of one-off costs.  Please see our website for further details.
If you are not sure if we will fund your project, please call us on 0870 240 2391.

What can Awards for All not fund?

We can’t fund regular running costs or costs to continue your current activity.  Please see our guidance notes for further details or call 0870 240 2391.
Where can I get help with completing my form?

Your local Council for Voluntary Services (CVS) can help you with completing your form, and can offer support and advice on forming a voluntary group. 

You could also contact the External Funding Officer in your Local Authority, who can give advice on how to access funding in your area.

Our Enquiries Line number is 0870 240 2391 – please call us to find out whether your project is eligible, or if you have any questions about filling in the form. You can also email us at scotland@awardsforall.org.uk
If you are using a text phone please call 0141 242 1500.

If my application is unsuccessful, when can I reapply?

If you are rejected you can reapply at any time. However, if we did not feel your project was strong enough to be funded when you applied originally we would be unlikely to fund a further application for the same project.  However, we would welcome an application for a different project.  

Our organisation had a grant before - can we apply again?

Yes. Successful applicants can apply again; however, we cannot fund the same thing twice. If you want to reapply you would need to show that you are doing something different or making an important new development on your previous project.

We consider each application on its merits so remember that there is no guarantee that we will make another grant to the same organisation.

How much can I apply for?

You can apply for up to £10,000 in a 12-month period. We take this from the date you sign your contract.

You can make another application once you have submitted your End of Grant report and your grant has been closed on our system.

Why do we need to supply home addresses and dates of birth?

This is an audit requirement, which helps to protect us and our grant holders from fraudulent activity. We cannot accept applications where these sections have not been completed.

Please note that these details are kept strictly confidential and will not be given out to any third party.

When must a grant be spent by?

You must use your grant within 12 months. 

What do I need to do once the grant has been spent?

You must complete an End of Grant monitoring form and return to us with relevant receipts. We require receipts for any items that cost £250 or over.  This form will be sent out with your offer letter and can also be downloaded from our website. 

What is the aim of Awards for All?

Awards for All Scotland aims to help people become actively involved in projects that bring about change in their local communities.

What are the outcomes?

We have new outcomes for Awards for All.  Please see our website for further details of these.

 What are the priorities for Awards for All?

We have new priorities for Awards for All.  Please see our website for further details.

Top tips

· Read the Guidance Notes. Make sure you have answered all of the questions on the form, as any omissions will result in a delay or rejection.
· Make a copy of your form before you send it to us, for your own reference.

· Has your group applied before?  If so, the project must show a development in your group’s work.
· Plan well ahead – we can’t fund retrospectively.

· Ask for what you need (doesn’t have to be £10k!).

· Good luck!

