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Embargoed: Until 00:01hrs on Wednesday 22nd April 
BIG LOTTERY FUND LAUNCHES 

NEW ni awards for all scheme
The Big Lottery Fund today launched a £3.5m small grants scheme that will make a big difference to community projects across Northern Ireland.

The Big Lottery Fund’s Awards For All small grants programme, its own version of the highly popular NI Awards For All scheme, is offering community, voluntary and statutory groups the chance to apply for small grants of between £500 and £10,000 that will have a big impact on local communities and the lives of people most in need.
The Lottery cash can be used to fund health, education, environment and community projects that will help people bring about positive change in their lives, improve health and well being, develop skills and create safer communities.
An organisation that recently received funding is ‘The Hubb’ community centre in north Belfast which is using a grant of £9,900 to boost job opportunities and improve community safety.

The grant will be used to pay to run the group’s facilities where they plan to run maths and English courses, programmes that will get young people off the streets and an over 50’s club for older people. 

“The group covers the central area of north Belfast around the Shore Road and York Road where there is very little community activity,” said committee member Jim Crothers. “This is an area of disadvantage and high unemployment and it has nothing much going for it at all. There isn’t even a secondary school around here.” 

“The interest is here and people want to improve themselves. We have already run a maths class, a ‘Women on Track’ project, and a youth scheme and there has been great interest from local people of all ages. Our aim is to expand on this and give local people new skills and confidence that will improve their lives and help them get jobs.”

“This might seem a small grant, but for us it’s making a massive difference and giving us the chance to make a real difference to the lives of local people in this community.”
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Banbridge VIP Club is using a grant of £10,000 to create a lifeline for visually impaired and blind people who have been left isolated and lonely. The group will give members the chance to experience activities they would never have been able to do by themselves.

Chairman George Magowan, 67, who has been blind for the last 20 years, said: “The group gives us the chance to feel we are not alone and cut off from the world. We really are part of something,” said George.
“We have members who are in their 70’s and 80’s and if it wasn’t for this group some of them would never have gone on holiday in their lives. This grant, although it might seem small, is giving us the chance to enjoy the same opportunities as everyone else.”

Breidge Gadd, Big Lottery Fund NI Chair, said: “The Big Lottery Fund’s NI Awards for All programme will build on the features that made the previous scheme so popular. The application process is simple and accessible and shall remain so, making it easy for applicants to successfully apply for small pots of funding that can have such a big impact on local communities and lives.”
Application forms and guidance notes are available to download at www.awardsforall.org.uk.

For more details call us on 028 9055 1455, or e-mail us at enquiriesni@biglotteryfund.org.uk
ENDS//

Further information:

Andrew Kennedy, Press Office Big Lottery Fund: 028 90551426

Mobile: 07788 640 791 

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· The changes to Awards for All come after each distributor developed their funding programmes so they could offer specific small grants schemes that would better meet the needs of their sectors.
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £22 billion has now been raised and more than 300,500 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment
Ends

Issued: 21 April 2009

NI A4A 09-04-13

[image: image1.jpg]

