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Embargoed: Until 00:01hrs on Tuesday 7th July 
NI GROUPS ENJOY BIG GRANTS 

WINDFALL FROM AWARDS FOR ALL

Lottery cash is being used to offer young people in a North Down estate the chance to train with a top football team over the Twelfth holidays.

Kilcooley Community Action Group will use the grant of £2,634 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme to help dreams come true for youngsters in Kilcooley, Bangor – an area that was once one of Northern Ireland’s anti-social behaviour blackspots.

The Awards For All small grants programme is awarding grants totalling £221,399 to 28 groups across Northern Ireland (see separate attachment for full list of awards). The programme offers community, voluntary and statutory groups the chance to apply for small grants of between £500 and £10,000 that will have a big impact on local communities and the lives of people most in need.

Kilcooley Community Action Group will use the Lottery cash to run a four-day community festival from July 14-17 during which representatives of Rangers Football team will help out with a coaching session. 

It’s a dream come true for 13-year-old Luke Kennedy from the estate who’s a huge football fan. “Luke’s just Rangers mad!” said his mum Ollie, who is also a voluntary worker with the association.

“We had some of the Rangers boys over last year too and the kids just loved it. Luke is really looking forward to seeing them again this year. 

“They were so good with the young people. They all went home laden with bags and badges and autographs. Broxi Bear – the club’s mascot – was a great favourite and he’s coming back too which is great news.”

Ballee Community Association, based in Ballee estate in Ballymena, has been awarded a grant of £6,467 to reduce social isolation among older people.
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The group will run a range of activities including bingo and armchair aerobics, Indian head massage and reflexology that get older people out of the house to meet their friends and have a good time. 
The club is a lifeline for local woman Anne McGill, 60, who suffers with arthritis and sciatica. “If it was not for the group I would not know what I would do, I have made so many friends here, I would just be sitting at home,” she said. “Before I got involved with the group I just sat in and watched TV or read a book.

“It gets me out of the house and gives me something to look forward to every Wednesday - I would be lost without it. I enjoy getting the massages because it really helps with the pain, especially the head massages.”
Belfast organisation The Thomas Devlin Fund, set up following the murder of local teenager Thomas Devlin, has been awarded a grant of £6,500.The group, which educates people about the effects of violence and knife crime on people in Northern Ireland, has used the grant to run creative arts workshops. 

Young people from St Patrick’s College on the Somerton Road in north Belfast, the area where Thomas was stabbed, have created flags that show their hopes and aspirations for their future and convey their feelings about violence and crime in society.

Thomas’ mother, Penny Holloway, one of the trustees of the organisation, said: “Young people are the future of Northern Ireland and we wanted to show that something positive could come out of such a tragedy,” said Penny.

“During the summer months here a number of flags are put up that can be very divisive within communities. By creating flags which show their feelings and ideas about the future of this country and the positive changes that need to take place the young people are sending out a message that they will not tolerate acts of violence and they want better for themselves and their communities.”

Breidge Gadd, Big Lottery Fund NI Chair, said: “The Big Lottery Fund’s NI Awards for All programme funds health, education, environment and community projects that help people bring about positive change in their lives, improve health and well-being, develop skills and create safer communities.
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She continued: “The application process is simple and accessible and shall remain so, making it easy for applicants to successfully apply for small pots of funding that can have such a big impact on local communities and lives.”
Application forms and guidance notes are available to download at www.awardsforall.org.uk.

For more details call us on 028 9055 1455, or e-mail us at enquiriesni@biglotteryfund.org.uk
Further information:

Andrew Kennedy, Press Office Big Lottery Fund: 028 90551426

Mobile: 07788 640 791 

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· The changes to Awards for All come after each distributor developed their funding programmes so they could offer specific small grants schemes that would better meet the needs of their sectors.
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment
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