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Embargoed: Monday 6 July 2009

YORKSHIRE GROUPS RECEIVE FIRST 

ROUND OF AWARDS FOR ALL GRANTS 

The First Scarborough Scout Group is one of the initial lucky groups in Yorkshire and the Humber to receive funding from the Big Lottery Fund’s new Awards for All programme. The project is one of two in the region receiving £18,312 in grants in the first round of awards, announced today.

The scout group’s £8,312 grant will help 40 members attend an international camp that will give the youngsters an opportunity to learn new skills and develop themselves physically and mentally. The North Yorkshire Scout Jamboree (NYJam) 2009, an international Jamboree for members of Scouting and Guiding between the ages of 10½ and 18, will be held on 25 July to 1 August at the Great Yorkshire Showground in Harrogate. The scouts will take part in physical activities such as mountain biking and climbing and will also learn trade skills such as bricklaying and plumbing. 

Jon Turley, Assistant Scout Leader, said: “NYJam is a great chance for the scouts to bond over a week of camping. It will give them the opportunity to learn about themselves and other nationalities, as well as build their skills. Those that attend the camp are between 10 and 18, so are at an impressionable age; being introduced to activities such as bricklaying and plumbing may even have an impact on their later lives.


“We hope they will learn about building better communities and will give them a chance to spend a week away from home, living and working together in keeping the                                                                                                                               site clean and tidy. They may even work together on a community project while we’re on the site, such as planting trees to leave something behind once we’ve gone. “

The grant will help the group replace its camping equipment to meets health and safety requirements, and will also help make the camp more affordable for young people.  

Meanwhile, Tilbury Primary School in Scarborough is celebrating receiving a grant of £10,000 to provide theatre workshops for mainstream pupils, pupils from the school’s deaf unit and children from a nearby primary school. The workshops will cover dance, drama, singing and animated film. The project will enable pupils to learn new skills in theatre craft, as an alternative activity/experience to perceived anti-social behaviour.
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Susan Trotter, Administrative Manager at the school, said: “We felt there was a sad lack of extra activities other than those on the national curriculum. We also wanted to cement relationships between the two primary schools on the council estate that we cover, Tilbury and Bethune, to help understand each other’s needs ahead of a proposed merger. 
“We decided to form a school theatre academy, funded by the grant, that will teach pupils at both schools and drama, music, dance, and filming activities between the schools which will help lay the groundwork for the integration of the schools, if it goes ahead. Drama can be a good way of getting those who don’t normally shine to excel. From September, we’ll run workshops one or possibly twice a week, and during each half-term will also run week-long activities, ending with a show for parents. 

“After each final performance, we’ll produce a CD of music and then a DVD of the work we’ve done at the theatre academy over the coming year. The estate is in a deprived area and many parents can’t afford to pay for private singing or dance lessons, so this is giving them a chance they wouldn’t normally have had.” 

Vanessa White, Big Lottery Fund Head of Yorkshire and the Humber region, said: “These three projects will leave lasting improvements to local communities, whether it be benefiting young scouts and school children or breathing new life into an ageing community building. We are proud to be able to help them receive almost £20,000 in this round of grants and look forward to supporting many other projects that make such a difference to people’s lives.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.
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The latest awards in the Yorkshire and Humber region:
	Project
	Location
	Award

	Tilbury Primary School
	Kingston upon Hull, City of
	£10,000

	First Scarborough Scout Group
	Scarborough
	£8,312


For more information on this release, please contact Paul Amourdedieu on 0845 456 7251 or by email at pamourdedieu@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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