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For Immediate Release: Monday 6 July 2009

YOUTH CAFÉ GETS GREEN LIGHT 
FROM 
AWARDS FOR ALL

A youth café is set to open in Trowbridge after receiving funding of £10,000 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project is one of 14 in the region receiving over £106,000 in grants in this month’s awards, announced today.

Trowbridge Annual Festival of Fun (TAF) receives £10,000 to open a youth café in the centre of town, which will become the focal point for all local youth activity. The café will be a place for young people to meet, learn new skills, access IT services, as well as offering employment and volunteering opportunities.
Steve Nash, Treasurer, said: “The grant is allowing us to open up TAFCafe, a café for young people and the general public that will also become a youth enterprise. We’ll have two young apprentices learning the trade and all income will go back to providing annual activities we’d traditionally provide: discounted trips, arts and crafts, competitions and laptops for homework clubs. 

“A local café has given us their old tables and chairs, and a coffee machine. We intend to open from 10am-9pm and young people won’t be kicked out if they don’t buy a drink; it’s providing them with somewhere to go and do homework together as we’ll have Internet access too. Between 10-3, we’ll be running it for the general public. It’s right next-door to a river, so they can sit outside under the awning and enjoy a cappuccino. 

“We decided to open TAFCafe when we saw that the price of rental accommodation has fallen, allowing us to hire a facility right in the centre of town. It’s an old nightclub and perfectly situated for youth café. Young people are desperate for their own place so they don’t end up hanging around on streets. The grant allows us to provide somewhere parents can feel confident that their child is in a safe, secure place and won’t have a reason to go anywhere else. We have evidence that; whenever TAF runs in the summer, there is a reduction in drinking offences and anti-social behaviour.”
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Mark Cotton, Big Lottery Fund Head of the South West Region said: “What a great way to help children off the streets and into somewhere safe and fun. Not only can young people go somewhere to enjoy one another’s company, they can also learn about running a café or simply do their homework together. We are delighted to support this project and 13 others in the South West with more than £106, 000 in grants this month alone.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

For more information on this release, please contact Aime Southgate on 

07747 048 726 or by email at asouthgate@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000. grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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