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For immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009
gnome-grown fun at village fete with awards for all grant

Cuddlington Village Fete will come alive with community gnomes this weekend with help from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. The project in Aylesbury Vale is one of 14 in the South East totalling £99,522 in this month’s round of awards, announced today.

Cuddlington Village Fete’s £4,700 grant will be used to run four storytelling and outdoor performance community workshops, in line with the theme of gnomes, which will culminate in short performances. Other plans include a procession through the streets of Cuddlington and a temporary art trail of gnomes painted by locals.

Cuddlington Village Fete Committee will run four theatre improvisation workshops this week, holding rehearsals on Friday 10 July in time for the annual fete at the weekend.  Children and adults can participate in the drop-in workshops where they will learn new skills in street and visual theatre through a variety of games. Come Saturday, locals will find gnomes emerging behind trees, houses and wandering through the fete performing short improvised theatre on the green for everyone to enjoy.

In addition to theatre workshops, locals have been painting gnomes of all different shapes and sizes. A tall 5ft wooden gnome has been especially created and will be on show with all his gnome friends on the top green, while a gnome guard has even been employed to protect them! 

Sherry Scott, Chairman from Cuddlington Village Fete Committee, said: “The whole community can get involved in our gnome performances.  We will stage a focused, short set performance at 1.15pm on Saturday before everyone joins the fete procession through the village. The gnomes will then perform little incidental moments, improvised tricks, gardening and fishing throughout the rest of the event.  

“So many people will benefit from these performances: the children and adults will learn new skills and gain confidence in their theatre performances and I am sure they will all provide immense amounts of enjoyment for everyone at the fete. The workshops, art trail and performances are all free of charge making this a true community participation event, which this grant has made possible.”
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Alison Rowe, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for the South East said: “This is a fantastic project, engaging members of the community of all ages in something that is fun, but at the same time educational and entertaining. Projects like those run by Cuddlington Village Fete Committee really highlights that a small amount of money can make a big difference to an annual event. We are only too pleased to be able to support 14 projects with almost £100,000 in this round of awards.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and with £45million to distribute it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

Further Information:

For more information on this release, please contact Sally Lloyd on 01425 472 330 on 

slloyd@paratuscommunications.com
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, Health body, or school

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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