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For Immediate Release: Monday 6 July 2009

LEWISHAM FAMILY FUN DAY GETS A 
BOOST 
WITH FIRST AWARDS FOR ALL 
GRANT

IRIE! Dance Theatre in Lewisham is one of the first lucky groups in London to receive funding from the Big Lottery Fund’s new Awards for All programme. The project is one of eleven in the capital receiving £66,255 in grants in the first round of awards, announced today.

IRIE! Dance Theatre will use its £4,183 award to help the dance theatre group provide a family day of creative and physical activities including Afro-Caribbean dance, hula hooping, bouncy castle and park games, to bring the whole community together. The family fun day will be held on Saturday 18 July from 11.30 - 4pm at Fordham Park in New Cross. 

Judith Palmer, Development Manager, said: “Each year, our family fun day provides health-promoting activities for the local community and also promotes cohesion. This year, the grant will help us to expand our activities so we can add interest and cater for more people. It’s going to help pay for fun activities such as a bouncy castle, mask-making workshops, dancing, hula hooping and park games, to name but a few. 

“We want people to come out and enjoy themselves and get active, which promotes well-being and ultimately good relations in the community. It will also help us and those of us that use the Moonshot Centre reach a wider audience and encourage people to come and see us.”
IRIE! is Britain’s leading dance theatre company working in the field of African & Caribbean dance fusion. Founded in 1985, the group is based at the new Moonshot Centre in New Cross, South East London. Moonshot is a refurbished community centre, with two large dance studios, shower and changing rooms, a library and archive space, cafeteria, teaching and meeting rooms among other facilities. IRIE!’s vision is to make Moonshot an exhilarating and fascinating place for the local community and professional artists to learn about dance and its diverse nature, and how we can all benefit from taking part. 
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Debbie Pippard, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for London, said: “IRIE! Dance Theatre is using its grant for a really exciting and energetic family day out for the whole wider community, which is what the Awards for All programme is all about – small grants making a big difference. We’re pleased to be able to help give people in Lewisham a fun day out and to support seven other projects in this first round of awards with over £60,000 in funding.”

BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Further Information:

For more information on this release, please contact Lisa Church on 020 7404 6691 or by email at lchurch@paratuscommunications.com 

 Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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