[image: image1.jpg]Awarding funcs from
é The National Lottery®



[image: image2.jpg]




Immediate release: Monday 6 July 2009
EAST MIDS COMMUNITIES CELEBRATE AWARDS FOR ALL CASH 

An education charity and an eating disorder support group in Derby, together with a Leicestershire-based allotment society and a group helping older people in Lincolnshire are all benefiting from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme this month. A total of £37,545 is being distributed to the four East Mids groups in this round of awards, announced today. 
Mick McGrath, Big Lottery Fund Head of the East Midlands Region, said: “Every group working in the East Midlands to improve community life deserves a helping hand. We are only too pleased to be able to support these four groups with nearly £40,000 in this round of awards.”

Derby charity Jobs Education and Training, based in Normanton, receives £9,295 to create a DVD promoting their new conference centre facility and new projects. The DVD will encourage users from a variety of cultures and ages across the whole community. 

Also celebrating is First Steps Derby, who receive £8,680 to provide support, advice and information on eating disorders to sufferers, their families and carers. The group will train volunteers in how to help people with eating disorders by providing them with better access to information on developing the skills of others. 

Over in Leicestershire, Whitehouse Allotments & Gardens Society Ltd will use its grant of £10,000 to buy a portakabin where members can meet and socialise, as well as for use as a general office. The portakabin will give members the chance to take part in workshops that cannot currently be offered as the group has nowhere to hold them.

Meanwhile, in North Lincolnshire, Winterton Improvement Network are awarded £9,570 for equipment to provide a range of activities for older residents, with the aim of improving their quality of life. The activities will include gentle exercise sessions and IT classes, and it is hoped the project will reduce loneliness and isolation, as well as keeping participants physically and mentally fit.
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BIG’s Awards for All programme launched on 1st April this year and, with £45million to distribute across England, it is the Fund’s biggest-ever commitment to a small grant scheme supporting community projects. The scheme offers grants of between £300 and £10,000 to social and environmental projects that will benefit local communities and make a difference to the lives of those most in need.

For more information on this release, please contact Alica Clyde on 07974 103556
or by email at aclyde@paratuscommunications.com

 Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. You can apply to Awards for All only if you are a community group, not for profit group, Parish or Town Council, health body, or school.

· Grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 are available to fund a specific project or activity. 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £23 billion has now been raised and more than 317,000. grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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